
YO U A R E C O R D I A L LY I N V I T E D T O 
T H I S Y E A R’S H I G H L E V E L E V E N T

UNIVERSITY  
ALLIANCES –
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SOCIETAL IMPACT.

To address the changing role of 
universities in society, initia-
tives need to be embraced in 
support of e.g. Open Science, 
interdisciplinarity, innovative 
education, entrepreneurship 
and collaboration with industry.

As part of the EuroTech  
Universities Alliance’s mission 
to address major societal 
challenges by connecting 
innovation ecosystems 
across borders, the EuroTech 
partners are at the forefront 
of promoting modernization, 
excellence and societal impact.

With Horizon Europe and the 
Modernization of European 
Higher Education high on the 
agenda, the event will stimu-
late a high-level debate on the 
opportunities and challenges 
the “university of the future” is 
facing – and what this means 
for future EU policies and pro-
grammes.

TUESDAY  
6 NOVEMBER 2018
17.30 TO 20.00 
F O L L O W E D BY A N E T W O R K I N G R E C E P T I O N

THE REPRESENTATION OF THE FREE STATE  
OF BAVARIA TO THE EUROPEAN UNION

RUE WIERTZ 77, B-1000 BRUSSELS

NEXT TO THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 

Director-General for Research & Innovation, 
European Commission 

President of Technical University of Munich,  
Founding President of the Alliance

President of École Polytechnique,  
new-coming President to the Alliance

President of the EuroTech Universities Alliance 
and President of Eindhoven University  
of Technology

Director of the Representation of the Free State 
of Bavaria to the EU

Moderator, SeanKleinMedia, former BBC bureau 
chief for Europe

Professor for Applied Mathematics,  
École Polytechnique

Chair of Open Science Committee and Associate 
Professor of Earthquake Engineering, 
École Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne

Serial high-tech entrepreneur and Professor  
of Photonics, Technical University of Denmark

Professor Director of Munich School of Robotics 
and Machine Intelligence, Technical University  
of Munich

With the participation of:

JEAN-ERIC 
PAQUET
	
WOLFGANG A. 
HERRMANN

ERIC 
LABAYE

JAN  
MENGELERS

BARBARA 
SCHRETTER

SEAN 
KLEIN

FRANÇOIS 
ALOUGES

KATRIN 
BEYER

JES 
BROENG

SAMI 
HADDADIN

MORE  
SPEAKERS 
TBC

Registration and  
welcome drink. Interac-
tive demonstration of 
projects illustrating the 
modernization agenda. 

High-level interview, 
scientific pitches and 
high-level panel 
discussion (including 
Q & A with audience)

Networking reception 
and demonstration

Event hashtag:  
#EuroTechModel

17.30

18.00

20.00

Programme:

Kindly hosted by

Register here



 
J E A N-E R I C  
PA Q U E T
Director-General for Research  
& Innovation, European  
Commission

Jean-Eric Paquet has been Director-
General for Research and Innovation 
since April 2018. His career started  
in the European Commission in 1993 
at DG Transport. In 1999, he joined the 
office of G. Verheugen, former Commis-
sioner for Enlargement. In 2002,  
he became Deputy Head of Cabinet  
of P. Busquin, former Commissioner for 
Research. Mr Paquet was EU Ambas-

sador in Mauritania between 2004 and 
2007. In 2007, he led the Trans-European  
Transport Network policy and joined 
DG Enlargement in 2013.  

In 2015, he was appointed Deputy 
Secretary-General of the European 
Commission in charge of Policy Coordi-
nation and Better Regulation. 

Jan Mengelers has been Chairman  
of the Executive Board of Eindhoven 
University of Technology since 2014.  

He gained his title in mechanical 
engineering at TU/e in 1979. Directly 
after, he was a researcher at the Dutch 
Energy Research Centre and at Philips 
Research Laboratories. From 1984  
to 1997, he held several positions  

at Nedcar, including as Managing 
Director, Product Design & Engineering. 
From 1997 to 2001, Jan Mengelers was 
President & CEO of Neways Electronics 
International. From 2001 to 2014, he 
was with TNO (Netherlands Organisation  
for Applied Scientific Research), where 
he was appointed as Chairman of the 
Board of Management on 1 April 2008.

J A N  
M E N G E L E R S
President of the  
EuroTech Universities Alliance 
and President of Eindhoven 
University of Technology

Prior to becoming President of École 
Polytechnique (L’X) in September 2018, 
Eric Labaye was Senior Partner of McK-
insey & Company in Paris. 

He led research projects with the 
McKinsey Global Institute in the fields 
of economic development, education, 
productivity, digital transformation, the 
future of Europe, as well as the “Women 

Matter” research programme. Involved 
in higher education for more than 15 
years, he is a member of the Board of 
Telecom ParisTech, the International 
Advisory Board of ESSEC, and the Ad-
visory Board of Science Po’s School of 
Public Affairs.
Eric Labaye is a graduate of L’X and Tel-
ecom ParisTech and holds an MBA with 
distinction from INSEAD.

E R I C
L A B AY E
President of École  
Polytechnique,  
new-coming President 
to the Alliance

Wolfgang A. Herrmann is one of the 
most highly-cited German researchers  
in chemistry on the international stage. 

He took over the TUM Chair of Inorganic  
Chemistry from Professor E.O. Fischer 
in 1985 and has been President of TUM 
since 1995. Since then he has been a 
driver of reforms to modernize the  
university and his educational policy 

initiatives have made an impact 
throughout Germany’s higher education 
system. He is winner of the Leibniz Prize 
(1987) and many other awards, includ-
ing “President of the Year” from the 
German Association of University  
Professors and Lecturers (2012). Be-
tween 2008 and 2014, he was member 
of the EIT Governing Board. 

W O L F G A N G A .  
H E R R M A N N
President of Technical  
University of Munich,  
Founding President  
of the Alliance

Sean Klein is a media professional.  Af-
ter more than twenty years as a senior 
journalist with the BBC – with particular 
focus on European and EU issues – he 
founded SeanKlein Media Ltd.  

He specialises in broadcast media 
communications; on-air performance 
coaching; media strategy; event mod-
eration and content; and crisis man-

agement.  He is also a qualified linguist 
(French, German, Italian).  Sean has 
worked on projects for various EU DGs, 
international think tanks, not-for-profit 
foundations and in the commercial sec-
tor in different parts of the world. Sean 
brings team management and motiva-
tional skills and a high degree of profes-
sionalism to all his assignments. 

S E A N 
K L E I N
Moderator, SeanKleinMedia, 
former BBC bureau chief
for Europe



Jes Broeng is a serial high-tech entre-
preneur and professor at the Technical 
University of Denmark. He is author and 
co-author of more than 200 publications 
(Science), 1 textbook, and 18 patents 
(h-index = 44, +10.000 citations). 

Jes Broeng’s research interests include 
business and leadership; entrepre-
neurship, innovation and technology 

transfer, and scientific areas of optics. 
He has extensive experience in applied 
research, early high-tech business 
development, technology transfer, and 
high-tech sales. Jes is co-founder of 
five start-ups: Crystal Fibre (now NKT 
Photonics), Norlase, Bifrost Communica-
tions, Aqubiq and OSAA Innovation – and 
he has pioneered a new model for suc-
cessful university spin-outs. 

Sami Haddadin is Director of the 
Munich School of Robotics and 
Machine Intelligence at the Technical 
University of Munich and holds the 
Chair of Robotics Science and System 
Intelligence. He is considered one of the 
world’s leading researchers in his field. 

His research interests include intelligent 
robot design, robot learning, collective 

intelligence, human-robot interaction, 
optimal control and robot safety. The 
engineer and computer scientist has 
written more than 130 scientific articles 
and received numerous prestigious 
international prizes and awards. Among 
other things, he received the IEEE/RAS 
Early Career Award, the Alfried Krupp 
Prize and the German Future Prize of the 
German President. 

S A M I 
H A D D A D I N
Professor and Director of 
Munich School of Robotics  
and Machine Intelligence, 
Technical University of Munich

J E S 
B R O E N G
Serial high-tech entrepreneur 
and Professor of Photonics, 
Technical University of Denmark

M O R E  
S P E A K E R S  
T B C

Katrin Beyer joined EPFL in 2010 and 
leads the Earthquake Engineering and 
Structural Dynamics Laboratory (EESD). 

She became the first female faculty 
member in civil engineering at EPFL and 
was nominated Associated Professor 
in Structural Engineering in 2017. Her 
research interest comprises the seismic 
response of reinforced concrete walls 

and of unreinforced masonry structures. 
Her research successes have allowed 
Katrin to deliver keynote and invited lec-
tures at large international conferences 
(ECEE 2014, WCEE 2017, SMAR 2017). 
In 2018, she was nominated as youngest 
member and only second woman to the 
executive board of the European Asso-
ciation for Earthquake Engineering.

K AT R I N 
B E Y E R
Chair of Open Science Commit-
tee and Associate Professor 
of Earthquake Engineering, 
École Polytechnique Fédérale 
de Lausanne

François Alouges is a former student 
of École Normale Supérieure of Saint-
Cloud. He studied applied mathematics 
and more specifically Numerical Analy-
sis. Having defended his PhD in 1990, 
he obtained a position as researcher  
at CNRS and became Professor at Orsay 
university in 2000. In 2008, he moved  

to École Polytechnique. Passionate 
about links between academia and 
industry, he aims to promote applied 
mathematics as a bridge between 
scientists and industry representatives. 
His current research themes are 3D  
audio, bacterial swimming and magnet-
ism at the micro-scale.

F R A N Ç O I S  
A L O U G E S 
Professor for Applied 
Mathematics,  
École Polytechnique



T E C H N O L O G I S T  —  I N N O VAT I O N .  E X P L A I N E D .

�  W W W.T E C H N O L O G I S T. E U

A flagship initiative of the Alliance, Technologist showcases the 
best and most exciting research and innovation from Europe.
With stories written by independent journalists and infographics 
developed by award-winning graphic designers, Technologist 
promotes debate on the role of science in Europe.

STUDENT  
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MODERNIZATION. 
EXCELLENCE.  
SOCIETAL IMPACT.

TUM

EPFL

L’X

TU/e

DTU

COLLABORATION 
WITH INDUSTRY

ENTREPRENEURSHIP

INTERDISCIPLINARITY

INNOVATIVE 
EDUCATION

OPEN SCIENCE

UNIVERSITY ALLIANCES 
The EuroTech Universities Alliance is a 
strategic partnership of leading universities  
of science and technology, committed to  
finding solutions to grand societal challenges.

Through the Alliance, they combine their research  
strengths and connect their innovation ecosystems,  
contributing to Europe’s leadership in technology.
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