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EuroTech RISING STARS AWARD 2026

Application-nomination FORM


PROCESS & TIMELINE
	
Nomination process:
· Each EuroTech member university may nominate up to: two candidates for the Rising Research Stars category; and two candidates for the Rising Innovation Stars category
· Applications may be submitted either through the online application form or using this attached Word application form, to be returned to brussels_team@eurotech-universities.eu. The form may be completed by the nominee or by a third party on their behalf, provided that all required information and approvals are included.
· The deadline for submitting nominations is 25 September 2026.
· To help us monitor submissions and ensure that no nomination is missed, we would also appreciate receiving a short summary email from each university confirming the names and categories of its selected nominees by the deadline.
· Each university remains free to organise its internal selection process through the channels and governance arrangements it considers most appropriate.

Should you have questions about the internal selection process in each of the partner universities, please email us at brussels_team@eurotech-universities.eu and we will refer you to the relevant contact.

Completing the application-nomination form:
· You may upload any accompanying materials together with the application-nomination form. Please inform us about larger files - we will provide a link to upload them in a dedicated SharePoint folder upon request.
· We will follow-up with the nominees regarding the submission results and next steps in due time.

For any questions, don’t hesitate to contact us at brussels_team@eurotech-universities.eu.

For more information, visit https://eurotech-universities.eu/eurotech-rising-stars-award/.













Section I - Person completing the form
* All fields are required to fill in, unless not relevant


1. Are you completing this form as:

☐ Researcher / nominee
☐ Referee / nominator


2. If completed by a referee / nominator, please provide
Please, insert “n.a.” if not applicable

Full name:
	Insert 




Role / position:
	Insert 




Organisation:
	Insert 




Relationship to the nominee:
	Insert 




Email address:
	Insert 





3. Has the nominee been informed of this application?

☐ Yes
☐ No
☐ Not yet
☐ Not applicable








Section II - Nominee profile and eligibility
* All fields are required to fill in, unless not relevant


4. Full name:
	Insert 





5. Current title / role:
E.g. PhD candidate, Postdoctoral Researcher, Assistant Professor, Faculty, etc.
	Insert 





6. Please indicate the EuroTech university with which the nominee is currently affiliated:
To note: Nominees must be based at a EuroTech partner institution at the time their nomination is submitted. Their research or innovation work may, however, have been initiated or partly developed at another institution before joining the EuroTech partner. Where relevant, priority may be given to nominees with strong potential to remain engaged within the EuroTech universities ecosystem in the coming years, in line with the Alliance’s objective of supporting and retaining emerging talents.

Choose the member university here

7. Second affiliation, if any
E.g., start-up, spin-off, hospital, research institute, company, public organisation or other university
	Insert 





8. Please provide the month and year of the nominee’s PhD defence (past or foreseen for PhD candidates):
Note eligibility criteria:  PhD candidates (in the finalisation phase of their PhD) and researchers who are no more than five years post-PhD by the call deadline, counted from the date of their PhD defence. Exceptions may apply in cases of documented career breaks, such as parental leave, illness, caring responsibilities, military service, clinical training or other duly justified interruptions.
	Insert 





9. If an exception is requested on the eligibility criteria due to a career break, please briefly describe and provide the rationale and the relevant dates:
	Insert 





10. Relevant links
E.g.
· University profile 
· LinkedIn
· Personal website 
· ORCID / Google Scholar 
· Start-up or project website 
· Other relevant link
	Insert 













































Section III - Recognition track and thematic area
* All fields are required to fill in, unless not relevant


11. Please select the recognition track for this application:
To note: Choose one option only

☐ Rising Research Stars: outstanding scientific discovery that significantly advances knowledge or understanding in a field, incl. excellent research with strong potential for scientific, technological, societal, environmental, health, industrial or policy impact.

☐ Rising Innovation Stars: outstanding efforts to translate research into solutions with potential benefit for society, incl. early-stage venture ideas emerging from research, with strong potential for market uptake and economic impact


12. Please select the most relevant area of the nominee’s research, technology or innovation:
To note: Choose one option only

☐ Artificial intelligence and robotics
☐ Energy systems
☐ Semiconductors, photonics and quantum technologies
☐ Biotechnology and health technologies
☐ Advanced materials
☐ Climate, sustainability and clean technologies

Other: please specify
	Insert 





13. Please provide 3-5 keywords describing the nominee’s research, technology or innovation:
	Insert 





14. Please provide a short, communication-friendly headline describing the nominee’s research, technology or innovation:
E.g., Making autonomous X-ray inspections possible with drone technology﻿
	Insert 









Section IV - Short biography and personal story
* All fields are required to fill in, unless not relevant


15. Please provide a short biography:
Suggested length: 150-200 words

Please include: 
· Academic and professional background 
· Main research or innovation focus 
· Key career steps or achievements 
· Personal motivation or story behind the work, where relevant

Guiding prompt: What should readers know about the nominee’s background, trajectory and motivation?
	Insert 

































Section V - Research, technology or innovation description
* All fields are required to fill in, unless not relevant


16. Please describe the nominee’s research, technology or innovation:
Suggested length: 250-300 words.

Please cover: 
· What problem is being addressed? 
· What solution, method, technology or scientific approach is being developed?
· What makes the work novel, distinctive or excellent? 
· What is the core scientific or technological contribution? 
· What is the current stage of development? 
· What are the next major milestones? 
· What key achievements, outputs or recognitions support the nomination? 

Relevant evidence may include: a letter of recommendation, awards, prizes, fellowships, competitive grants, major publications, a conference contribution, patents/patent application, datasets, software, prototypes, demonstrators, pilots, industrial collaborations, investment raised, media recognition, accelerator selection or other evidence of excellence and impact potential.

Please provide links where possible. You may upload evidence material together with the application.

Note on confidentiality and intellectual property: Nominees are not expected to disclose confidential, proprietary or patentable information in this application. The description should provide a high-level overview of the research, technology or innovation sufficient for the jury to understand its objectives, novelty, scientific or technological contribution, and stage of development. Where intellectual property has not yet been protected or disclosed, applicants are encouraged to describe the innovation in broad terms and avoid including commercially sensitive or enabling technical details.
	Insert 





17. Current stage of development of the nominee’s research, technology or innovation
Please select the most relevant option:

☐ Early-stage research
☐ Proof of concept
☐ Prototype
☐ Pilot / demonstration
☐ Start-up or spin-off incorporated
☐ Product or service in market
☐ Scaling phase

Other: please specify
	Insert 















































Section VI - Fit with recognition track and impact potential
* All fields are required to fill in, unless not relevant


18. Please explain why the nominee fits the selected recognition track
Suggested length: 100-150 words. 

For Rising Research Stars, please focus on:
· Scientific excellence
· Originality of the research contribution
· Potential societal, environmental, health, technological or policy impact
· Relevance to major societal challenges or European priorities
· Potential to open new research directions or applications

For Rising Innovation Stars, please focus on:
· Research base of the venture idea
· Problem-solution fit
· Potential users, customers or adopters
· Market uptake and economic impact potential
· Commercialisation, spin-off, licensing or deployment pathway
· Early validation, prototype, pilot, user engagement, industrial interest or entrepreneurial support
	Insert 





19. Please describe the expected impact of the nominee’s research, technology or innovation:
Suggested length: 150-200 words. 

Please cover, where relevant: 
· Societal, economic, environmental, scientific or industrial benefits 
· Potential users, beneficiaries, customers or adopters 
· Relevance for Europe’s technology leadership, competitiveness or strategic autonomy 
· Contribution to sustainability, health, safety, resilience, productivity or other public policy priorities
	Insert 





20. If relevant, please provide the name of the start-up, spin-off, project or exploitation pathway
	Insert 










Section VII - Communication material, AVAILABILITY and consent
* All fields are required to fill in, unless not relevant

21. Would the nominee be available and interested to participate in the EuroTech Annual Summit and Evening Reception on 28 October in Brussels, including the Rising Stars Award Ceremony?
Note: Travel costs will be covered for the first-ranked winner in each category.

☐ Yes, the nominee can attend in person in Brussels
☐ Yes, the nominee can participate online
☐ No, the nominee is not available on that day, and a stand-in would need to be designated to receive the award on the nominee’s behalf

Other: please specify
	Insert 





22. Would the nominee be available and interested to join the EuroTech delegation at the Falling Walls event on 6-9 November in Berlin?  
Note: Conference tickets will be provided to selected nominees (value: €2,800+ for a full ticket). Travel and accommodation costs will be at participants' own expense, in line with individual universities’ arrangements. 

☐ Yes, the nominee is interested and available to join
☐ No, the nominee is not available to join Falling Walls this year

Other: please specify
	Insert 





23. Please indicate any material that the nominee could provide for communication and promotional purposes:
This may include:
· Profile photo
· Research group, project, start-up or spin-off logo
· Technology, prototype, lab or team image
· Videos or demos
· Press articles or media coverage
· Other relevant communication material - please specify

Please provide links where possible. You may upload files together with the application.
	Insert 




24. May EuroTech use the information and communication material provided for assessment and communication purposes?

☐ Yes
☐ No
☐ To be confirmed


☐ I have taken notice of the EuroTech privacy policy.


For any questions related to data storage and processing, please contact brussels_team@eurotech-universities.eu.


Preferred contact email for follow-up
	Insert 
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